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The Initial Impact of Unemployment Claims Surge 
on Industries in Ohio

The most recent surge in unemployment claims has impacted individuals differently depending on 
their industry of employment. For industries that are regionally concentrated, the impact of job losses 
varies across the state. Job losses in Accommodation and Food Services, for instance, are relatively 
evenly spread across Ohio. In contrast, health care employment has surged in some areas as layoffs 
have dramatically increased in other locations. 

Table 1 shows the number of unemployment claims by the percentage of claims filed in the specific 
industry sector. The second piece of information is the number of jobs in the same industry sector 
that were in Ohio in the first quarter of 2019. In other words, in Ohio there were 478,062 jobs in 
Accommodation and Food Services in 2019, and the 65,200 unemployment claims represents a 13.6% 
reduction in jobs from this industry in the state.
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In contrast, there are some industries that have lost very few jobs as a percentage of total employment. 
For example, Professional, Scientific, Technical Services (Sector 54), Management of Companies and 
Enterprises (Sector 55), Finance and Insurance (Sector 52), and Utilities (Sector 22) have retained 
employment from 2019 to the first quarter of 2020. 

Job losses by industry sector vary significantly by the impact on Ohio’s geography. Accommodation 
and Food Service shows significant claims in a smaller number of counties, relative to the number of 
people in each county. In comparison, Manufacturing UI Claims are widely spread in the western area 
of Ohio. Fully 20 counties saw at least 10 claims per 1000 people in the population. This geographic 
difference is clearly an important fact to recognize.  

Note: Industry is defined in this memo as the 2 digit NAICS code (North American Industry 
Classification System). UI Claims counts are based on Ohio Longitudinal Data Archive, 
UI Claims data. Job counts by industry of employment in Ohio are retrieved from U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics: https://data.bls.gov/cew/apps/table_maker/v4/table_maker.
htm#type=6&year=2019&qtr=1&own=5&area=39000&supp=0 . We use the employment of March 2019 
as an approximation of employment during the first quarter of 2020. Employment in Sector 92 Public 
Administration is not available on BLS website. Employment data for 2020Q1 are not yet available. The 
reported % change may overestimate declines in sectors that grew between 2019Q1 and 2020Q1, and 
underestimate declines in sectors that were in decline over the same time period.


